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truth. Hence, knowledge is always true. It is a tautology
to speak of valid knowledge and a contradiction to speak of
'non valid or invalid knowledge'. The latter is no knowledge
at all, since it does not stand for any belief which is true
and which gives en assurance of its truth/8 When we speak
of prama as valid knowledge, we do not forget the strict
the sense of the word 'knowledge'. But the word 'know-
ledge' has been used in a narrow as well as a wide sense,
Hence, in view of the fact that the Nyaya-Vaisesikas use
/nanam in a very wide sense, that they make a distinction
between true and false /nanam. and that prama implies
something more than knowledge in its strict sense. We
propose to use the phrase 'valid knowledge' for prama. As,
however, we have already said the word 'knowledge' may
betaken to mean prama according to the context.

Different systems of Indian Philosophy have expressed
divergent opinions with regard to the nature of prama.
Professor D.M. Datta seems perfectly right in his observation
that 'prama1 is generally defined as a cognition, having the
two-fold characteristics of truth and novelty (abadhitatva
or yatharthatatva and anadhigatatva) and that as regards
the first characteristic of truth all schools of Indian Philo-
sophy are unanimous.47

But on the second characteristic, there is a difference
of opinion. It is, however, to be seen that even those who
hold truth as an essential criterion of knowledge different
amongst themselves regarding the meaning of truth.

THE VAISESIKA VIEW :

Prasastapada in his Bhasya on the Vaisesika Sutras
nowhere defines 'true knowledge', but he distinguishes
between vidya and avidya, the former including perception,
inference, (arsa-ihe intutions of the seers) and memory,
and the latter doubt, illusion, indefinite cognition (anuvya-
vasaya) and dream. Sridhara commenting on the Bhasya
defines v/'c/ya as a firm, uncontradicted and definite cogni-
tion.48 It is plain that v/'c/ya is true knowledge, av/'dya false
knowledge and memory true knowledge. This definition